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Recognizing Bill Kolodzie as a 2014 Living Legend

WHEREAS, The Braunfels Foundation Trust has named William J. “Bill” Kolodzie as a “Living Legend of New
Braunfels™; and

WHEREAS, Forty-four years as a surveyor, Bill Kolodzie dropped many survey pins and set reference points to
measure and calculate boundaries. Bill’s story begins in Karnes City, Texas. Born November 2, 1925 with two sisters,
he grew up hunting and fishing like most boys. He had part time jobs selling the Saturday Evening Post and Ladies
Home Journal, played football, was in the band, and graduated from Karnes City High School in 1943; and

WHEREAS, Bill began college at Southwest Texas State Teachers College, but on his eighteenth birthday the U.S.
Army drafted him, and he spent his nineteenth birthday freezing in the forests of Belgium surrounded by German
troops. After a week of heavy shelling with artillery, mortars, and small arms fire, Bill made it to an aide station. After
recuperating at a hospital in England, Bill rejoined his outfit in Germany for the conclusion of the Allied Invasion. Bill
was awarded the American Campaign Medal, the EAME Campaign Medal with three Bronze Stars, the World War Il
Victory Medal, the Combat Infantryman Badge, and after thirty years was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor. Back
home in Karnes City, Bill met and married Joyce Schulle in 1946, and returned to Southwest Texas State. Bill
graduated with a BS in Math and Physics in 1949 and taught Math at New Braunfels High School. In 1951, the 10",
11", and 12" grades moved to the new high school on Guenther Street, and Bill stayed at the junior high and taught
General Math and Algebra to 8" and 9" graders while working on his Masters in Math and Education Administration.
In 1955, Bill was the principal of Seele and oversaw the construction and the selection of the first ten teachers for the
220 children. From 1958 to 1966, Bill was the principal at Lamar Elementary and worked part-time for AM.
Moellering, a certified land surveyor, and fellow teacher. In 1966 he became a professional land surveyor; and

WHEREAS, Bill Kolodzie has been a member of the New Braunfels Lions Club for forty scvén years, with near
perfect attendance. He held many offices, chaired many committees, participated in District and State Lionism,
including service at the Lion’s Camp for Crippled Children. Bill was a member of the Board of Directors of the Comal
County Fair Association, with six years as Parade Chairman. He is a Life member of the PTA of Texas, an active
member of the New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce for forty-five years, and a life member of the Chamber’s Blue
Coats. He chaired the first Water Conservation Committee in 1952, Bill has been a member of the Wurstfest
Association for twenty eight years, served as Past President, Grosse Opa, and now as Opa Emeritus. He was a past
board member of Ducks Unlimited, a past member of the Advisory Board of the New Braunfels National Bank, and a
past member of the first Board of Directors of District 21 Educational Service Center. Bill and Joyce were active
members of First United Methodist Church and sang in the choir. Bill is a thirty-year member of the Downtown
Association, a past member of the Design and Review Committee, Main Street Project, and past member and Chairman
of the Planning and Zoning Commission. Bill is a life member of the Texas Longhorn Breeders Association, and a past
member of the Board of Directors of the South Texas Longhorn Breeders Association. He is a member of the National
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, a member of the Texas Society, Bill Hightower Chapter. In January
2008, Bill was elected President of Friends for the Preservation of Historic Landa Park.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners Court of Comal County proclaims Bill Kolodzie

to be a Living Legend in Comal County.
PASSED AND APPROVED this the 25th day of Septemb€r 2014,
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