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FREDERICK HERMANN SEELE
(1823-1902)

by
Gladys Bartlling

Known to every person in New Braunfels as the first schoolteacher in the
town (1), Hermann Seele came to the New World in his twenties, He was well
equipped to make a success of himself wherever he was situated,

Herman Seele was born April 14, 1823, in Hildesheim, Hanover, Germany,
son of Jonas and Anna Runge Seele, He attended primary scheol, high school,
and the university of Hildesheim, mastering sciences and modern and classic

languages, (2)

He was of a bold and enterprising spirit, and early in life decided that
America offered the finest field for the exerclise of his versatlle talents;
hence he embarked for the young Republic of Texas, and on December 12, 1843,
landed in Galveston, (3)

He celebrated Christmas with friends in Galveston, reminiscing with them
of the customs that were kept back home on this holy day., During the 1843-44
winter he worked for Carl Rossi, a fellow countryman, who had engaged him to
help cultivate a crop. That employment was not steady, however, so he took a
walking trip from Galveston across Dickinson's Bayou and on to the settlement
of Brazorla, There he found congenial entertainment with the Glesecke family
from his home town, However, he did not find employment, and took the long walk
back to Galveston, This was in April 1844, He was not to find steady work on
the coast, and in May 1845 optimistically joined the wagon trains of settlers
going northwestward into the Indlan country. In the frontier community of
New Braunfels, he acquired a town lot and put up a block house for himself,
finishing it in the summer, In August he was approached by the town's splritual
adviser, the Rev, Louis Cachard Ervendberg, and gladly accepted the pastor's
suggestion that he teach the children of the town., His work began on August 11,
1845, He was taking on a responsibility with which the pastor had been charged
by Prince Carl of Solms Braunfels,... to see to the "establishment of a school,
in which the settlers' children recelve moral and religious training and be
taught reading, writing, and ‘rithmatic in English and German languages. The
pastor approached me}y Seele later recalled, "and being at leisure since the
middle of June when my one room block house was finished, I accepted the offer,
At the beginning there were fifteen boys and girls, School fees were set at 50¢
a month per pupil, later I was allowed to draw ratlons from the Emigration
Company's ware-house equal to rations allowed to officials, amounting approximately
to $8,00 a month,” (4) He taught under the grove of trees at the foot of
Sophienburg Hill, This was the very beginning of New Braunfels schools, which
were two years under the auspices of the Colonial Council,(5) The church house
was begun in 1846 and "Hermann Seele's school was held in the bullding., Teachers
were Reverend Ervendberg and Seele, but the school was never denominational," (6)

(1) Oscar Haas, "Varied Historical Notes on Hermann Seele", unpublished manuscript
furnished to the City Council P,T.A., New Braunfels,

(2) Ibid,

(3) Memorial and Genealogical Record of Southwest Texas (Goodspeed Brothers,
Chicago, 1894),

(4) Haas, as cited, quoting from Seele's writings.

(5) Oscar Haas, "History of New Braunfels and Comal County, Texas 1844-1946", p.174,

(6) m, P|1080
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In a new communlity, many institutions needed to be launched, At some time
in 1845 he helped to organize the First Protestant Church in the town. He was
elected secretary (a post he was to fill, along with that of lay preacher many
times for the following 57 years). He was a deeply religlous man and throughout
his life "he never let a day pass nor started a new interprise without a prayer,.,”
as Mrs, Eiband quoted in the Houston Chronicle May 3, 1931, page 6.

[/

When Comal County was formed in Marchj Mr, Seele in the elections of July
was elected District Clerk, (Biesele)page 129) He remained in that post until
1854, While serving in that position, he was chosen in 1852 along with four
other men "to represent and defend the citizens of New Braunfels in a law suit
btrought by the Verimende helrs to dispossess the citizens of the land on which
New Braunfels is established.” (Jahrbuch 1882,page 43)

Never one to have idle time on his hands, he began the study of law and
was admitted to the Bar on April 27, 1855, He was elected Justice of the Peace
the same year, (Texas Banper, published in San Antonio, April 21, 1904) He
was listed in the Census of 1850 as school teacher; the Census of 1860 as an
attorney. Meantime he contributed to the cultural life of the community by
helping to organize and launch (as a charter member) the New Braunfels Target
Club, organized July 4, 1849, He was also a charter member of the New Braunfels
Germania Singing Socliety, organized March 2, 1850,

Having been a correspondent for various newspapers in Texas and elsewhere,
he acquired a fondness for journalism, and was early instrumental in the
establishment of a good paper in his towmn. In 1852, with the aid of others, he
established the "Zeitung", and contributed to its columns for a long while.

For a time he had editorial control of the paper. (7)

He served on the committee on arrangements for the first state song festival
(Staats-Saengerfest), held in New Braunfels on October 16, 1853, and when the
third Staats-Saengerfest was held in New Braunfels two years later, Seele's
Saengerhalle, a bri@k bullding thirty by eighty feet which had been built in
the spring of that year, was used for the meeting place.

On October 21, 1854, he helped to organize the New Braunfels Dramatic
Soclety and, probably because of his interest in public education, caused the
proceeds of the first six performances to be donated to the school board for the
building fund of the first public school in New Braunfels, (8)

He led the German settlers who joined with other Texans in the 1850's in
opposition to the Know-Nothing party. Seele served as secretary of the mass
meeting of Comal County citizens on December 9, 1860, to consider secession., (9)

Previous to the Civil War he was a Democrat, and made several canvasses in
Comal and adjoining counties in the interests of the party and served several
times as delegate to the State Democratic Convention, (10)

(7) Memorial and Genealogical Record, as clted,
(8) Rudolph L, Biesele, "Hermann Friedrich Seele", in The Handbook of Texas
(Texas State Historical Association, Austin, 1952), II, page 589,
(9) Biesele, as cited,
(10) Memorial and Genealogical Record, as cited,
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"In the first week of May 1860 the dedication of the new courthouse for Comal
County took place when in it the Spring Session of District Court was held under the
chairmanship of Judge M,P.Norton of Corpus Christi sijting for our own Judge Thomas
J Divine,“Seele mentions in his "Assembled Writings," Continuing he says the
Honorable Jacob Waelder spoke the dedlicatory speech for &hicﬂ]Judge W.C, Jones!ﬁhé]
had presided at the First District Court Session of Comal County in the Fall of 1gH6,

“As attorney for the complainant in the civil case Beyer vs Thomas it was my privilege
to be the first one in the new courthouse to speak to the petit jury., (Page 141)
On invitation of Judge Norton I accompanied him to Blanco County where he was to
preside at the First District Court in the newly created county with me acting as
District Attorney pro tem."

Seele was a strong Union man until Texas seceded., Then, like other thousands
of native Texans by adoption, when the alternative was presented of taking up arms
for or against Texas, his love for his adopted state prevailed., He entered iher
service, and from 1861 to 1865 served as adjutant and inspector general of the 3lst
Brigade Texas Militia with the rank of major. (11) During the Civil War period
he was mayor of New Braunfels from June 1861 to March 1866. From 1863 to 1865 he
also served in the Tenth Legislature., (12)

Also, during the Civil War period, he took another serious step and married
Mathilde Blum on January 25, 1862, Together they established a household and had
a family which included four children who lived to adulthood: Harry and Fritz
(who later lived in San Antonio), Emily (later Mrs, John Faust) and Hulda (later
Mrs, George Eiband)., (13)

While serving as Mayor of New Braunfels, June 1861 - March 1866, he again
became affiliated with the schools, although his interest in the education was
life_long, for he served as an ex-officio trustee., When his term of Mayor was
concluded, he was elected as a regular member of the Board of the New Braunfels
Academy in May 1866 and served until 1879, He applied, when there was a vacancy,
for a teaching positlon and was elected to teach in the upper grades, as noted
in the 1868 Board minutes,

Due to Seele's experiences and studlies concerning financing of public schools
it was through his urging that Jgiob!Wagéder, member of Texas State Conventlon which
wrote the 1876 new constitution, the section creating independent school
districts with power to assess and collect texas for financing public schools, (14)(15)

Herman Seele was one of the most monumental figures in Texas education and
untiringly worked in behalf of constructive school legislation in Texas., He organized
the first Teachers Conference, 1871, and when in 1872 the Texas State Board of
Education sent out a mandate for all counties in the state to create Teachers’ SUAA;
Institutes, Seele's served as a pattern, needing only to change the name. Semmer‘[?j
Normal School 1882 minutes state that "thanks of the Institute are hereby tended to
Professor Hermann Seele who during the entire session proved himself not only a
zealous member of the Normal School, but likewise an untiring and efficlent recording
secretary, an experienced friend of education and a courteous and obliging gentleman,"(16)

(11) Haas, as cited.

(12) Biesele, as cited,

(13) Haas, as cited.

(14) Memorial apd Genealogical Record, as cited.
(15) Baas pl83, Jahrbuch 1882 p49,

(16) Haas, Zeltung-Chronicle, August 29, 1966,
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Hermann Seele was Chairman of the Ceremonies honoring the Centennial of the
United States, New Braunfels was credited as having one of the most elaborate and
impressive celebrationSin the state of Texas. (17) (Mrs. Claude Aniol, grand-
daughter, has a clock that was glven to Mr, Seele by his friends for his leadership
as chairman with the inscription date of October 23, 1876 -- which still runs!)

In the minutes of the New Braunfels Academy, September 5, 1876, page 211,
Seele was granted an indefinite leave of absence from his teaching posltion
"as his services in the Citizens land case were absolutely indispensable”,
Serving as representative of the committee since its formation in 1852, "his
single legal serwvgce to New Braunfels was the suit to clear land titles of the
pioneers, He was the last surviving party to the original suit which was settled
on April 24th, 1879,in the Circuit Court of the United States. The words of the
final decision @#perpetuated on the base of the Settlers Monument in Landa Park,(18)

In 1954 the Texas Heritage Foundation sponsored a painting honoring 84 Heroes
and Heroffes of Texas Education at the Texas State Fair., Hermann Seele was included
as the promoter of the first special school Tax, asvprinted in the October 1954

Express Newspaper, (f‘ A

g

From October 1, 1889)to February 28, 1895, he was Postimaster of New Braunfels,
(19) A clear-eyed; open-trowed, ruddy-cheeked stalwart man,,.he was a stri xing
example of what a person without hereditary taint may be, A man of plous mind
and poetic temperament, benevolent instinct and habit, and pleasant, agreeable
ways, he seemed to carry perpetual summer in his heart. (20

Ever the philosopher, Seele wrote incessantly in his youth. His book
Dis Cypresse und Gesammelte Schriften is a rich source of information about the
life of the early German colonists,

"Seele's activities however were not .limited to teacher, preacher, attorney
and justice-of-the-peace, he also was a farmer -- on his farm Elisenruhin in
partnership with his friend Fischer --, and as a sideline, also news-correspondent,
auctioneer, dancing teacher, also took part in amateur plays as actor and play
director - and even inn-keeper, And all these without the dﬁminishing of his
dignity one particle!" (April 21, 1904)TEXAS BANNER)

"Called the "soul of New Braunfels" and the "first German schoolmaster west
of the Colorado," Hermann Seele spent a varied and influential lifé among Texas'
German immigrants. The twenty-year-old Hanoverlan arrived in Texas in 1843 and
two years later joined the Adelsverein pioneers in founding New Braunfels, That
year he opened the town's first public school and was for many years a teacher
and member of the school board, He also helped found the First Protestant Church
in 1845 and served as its lay preacher and secretary (1845-1902), Seele became
the first Comal County district clerk in 1846, and served as justice of the peace,
mayor, alderman, postmaster, and representative in the 10th State Legislature,

He also devoted himself to building schools and waterworks, and served as secretary

(17) Haas, page 203,

(18) Jahrbuch 1882, p.55 (Herald article June 27, 1966),
(19) Biesele, as cited,

(20) Memorial and Genealogical Record, as cited.
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of the Fair Association and hospital (Krankenhausverein). During the Civil Wag™
he was adjutant and inspector general of the 31lst Brigade, Texas State Militia,

He was cofounder of Many New Braunfels Cultural and social institutions, including
the Germania Singing Society (1850) and the Dramatic Society (1854). On his
motion, the first State Saengerfest was held in New Braunfels in 1853, and two
years later the 1855 Saengerfest was held in Seele's new Saengerhalle, A few
years later, he organized the annual children's Masque Parade and Ball to ralse
funds for the school and library. A prolific writer, Seele was a founder, editor,
and contributor to New Braunfels® newspaper and recorded the ploneer life of German
immigrants in a series of historical monographs which he illustrated..,, His full
1ife spanned all stages of the town's settlement and growth." (21)

In his lifetime, the community revered him for his works of leadership,
Iater the Protestant congregation named their activities building in the church
complex "The Seele Parish House" in his honor, His last resting place in the
Comal Cemetery bears only a modest inscription:

F, Hermann Seele
Geb, April 14, 1823
Gest, Mar., 18, 1902
Hildesheim, Hannover
The first German teacher west of the Colorado River

When Texas was celebrating the Centennial of her own Declaration of
Independence in 1936, she was alded in funding the varlous activities by a grant
from the Federal Government, Federal funds were used for a handsome shaft of
Texas pink granite to form the background for a marker inscribed to New Braunfels
and its founding fathers., This marker originally stood on the spot where Seele
taught his first term of school in 1845 "under a beautiful grove of oak trees
at the foot of the Vereinsberg", and it mentions Seele as the original schoolmaster
in the town, (22)

The relocation and dedication of the monument for Hermann Seele will be
the Bicentennial observance on March 2, 1976 at the Sophienburg Museum, above
the original spot. The event sponsored by the New Braunfels Council of P.T.A's
and P,T.0.'s enabling each student, teacher and parent to participate in this
celebration are busy planning details,

Hermann Seele was heart and soul of New Braunfels constantly sanctloning,
and doing his part, in all undertakings for the public good ,

(21) J.P, McGuire, INSTITUTES OF TEXAN CULTURES, Hermann Seele Display
presently in San Antonio, October 1975,

(22) Biesele, as cited; also Monuments Commemorating the Centenary of Texas
Independence (Commission for control for Texas Centennial Celebrations,
Austin, 1938).
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VARIED HISTORICAL NOTES ON HERMANN SEELE -
By Oscar Haas

"The success of men in general depends upon character as well as
knowledge, it being self-evident proposition that honesty is the
best policy. Mr.Hermann Seele, the most efficient postmaster of New
Braunfels, Texas, is a man whose character is above reproach and
whose education has been most thorough and complete."

The above quote is the opening paragraph for a biography of Her-
mann Seele from "Memorial and Genealogical Record of Southwest Tex-
as., Chicago, Goodspeed Brothers, 1894."

There are variant names for Hermann Seele; namely Hermann Freder-
jck Seele and Frederick Hermann Seele. However he signed all of his
documents, official docyments and others, plain Hermann Seele, and
all school children of New Braunfels, adults too, know that the first
school teacher in New Braunfels was Hermann Seele.

And therefore, this compiler of historical notes on Hermann Seele,
shall permit Hermann Seelehimself, tell the historical hotes, and
this compiler excerpts from out of "Die Cypresse und Gesammelten
Schriften von Hermann Seele" (The Cypress and Assembled Writings by
Hermann Seele).

"MY FIRST CHRISTMAS EVE IN TEXAS. It was in the winter of 1843,
when the day after our arrival on 1l4th of December, the Rossi fam-
ily and Behrmann and Budde, had for the sum of $12.00, rented a
2-story frame residence till the first of the New Year. And I hav-
ing gone into an agreement with Carl Rossi to work for him for the
one-fourth of the proceeds of a crop we wanted to cultivate on land
he proposed to purchase, 1 was permitted to move into one of the
rooms on the second story. And so ah the noon meal on the 24th of
December, the time of day back home being 7 o'clock in the evening,
our conversation topics turned to Christmas Eve gatherings then go-
ing on with candles being lighted on Christmas trees by members of
families they had left behind."

"GALVESTON COUNTY IN THE YEAR 1844, It was in Easter week in early
April with my walking cane in hand, I set out to walk across country
to Dickenson's Bayou, and from there to Brazoria, With the enthusiasm
of youth which only a twenty-year old youth can exert, I succeeded
climbing over two tree trunks that served for the recently washed a-
way timber bridge and found myself standing on the west bank of the
bapou, before me lay the wide prairie."

"ON THE BRAZOS IN 1844, It was on the third day after I started out
on foot from Dickenson's Bayou that I came to the left bank of the
Brazos. An old flat ferry ferried me across the muddled yellow colored
tweny feet deep stream. The town of Brazoria found“ten years ago in a
rich fertile area of Republic of Texas, was in process of deteriora-
tion. An exception was the well preserved store building of Eduard
Giesecke, to which I had directed my steps. There I found a congenial
welcome by the Gieseckes from my home town. That eveninz I enjoyed
pPleasant hours of entertainment rendered by piano and violin music and
song. The Giesecke farm on the Brazos below the town is in well kept
cult}vation chiefly devoted to tobacco culture. The Gieseckes had no
opening for me and all inquiries in town where I might find employment
were fruitless and compelled me to tramp back to Galveston."



“THE GERMAN SETTLEMENT NEW BRAUNFELS IN MAY 1845. It was in éé%igiifs
of May 1845 when some Texas teamsters in employ of the German Emigra-
tion Company arrived at Indian Point which at that time consisted of one
residence and one ware shed for the storing of the company's wares, ar-
rived to take those of us who were left behind by the first waBon train
taking settlers to the first German settlement on the Guadalupe River
fifteen miles above Seguin. It required four weeks for the oxen drawn
wagons to go through the rain-soaked prairie to Seguin. It was a hot and
weary voyage along the east bank of the Guadalupe River from Seguin to
New Braunfels following the wagon tracks cut by the first teamsters, the
first sign of civilization in this wilderness area of Texas."

"MY FIRST SCHOOL DAY IN NEW BRAUNFELS THE 11th DAY OF AUGUST 1845. Yet
standing at the spot in center of the street is a tree of a once beauti-
ful forist which rimmed the foot of Sophienburg Hill and where on Sunday
evenings in early New Braunfels, church services were conducted by the
Rev.Louis Cachand Ervendberg whom Prince Carl of Solms Braunfels called
from East Texas as spiribﬂadviser to the pioneer settlers and see to the
establishment of school, in which the settlers' children receive moral
and religious training and be taught reading, writing, and arithmatic in
English and German languages. The pastor approached me, and being at lei-
sure since the middle of June when my one room block house was finished,
I accepted the offer. At the beginning there were fifteen boys and girls.
School fees were set at 50¢ a month per pupil. Later I was allowed to
draw rations from the Emigration Company's ware-house equal to rations
allowed to officials, amount approximately to $8.00 a month."

The following historical notes are excerpted from the listed biblio-
graphies at bottom of this sheet.

Hermann Seele was born April 14,1823, in Hildesheim, Hanover, Germany,
son of Jonas and Anna Runge Seele. He attended primary school, and high
school, and university of Hildesheim, mastering in modern and classic
languages. When the Fgrst Protestant @hurch of New Braunfels was incorpo-
rated in 1845 under statutes of Republic of Texas, he was elected secre-
tary by the congregation and served as secretary, also lay preacher, un-
til his death in 1902, When in 1846 The First Legislature of Texas crea-
ted Comal County, he was elected the Pirst Ristrict @€lerk of Comal County.
He was a strong union man until Texas seceded. Then, like the thousands
natives of Texas by adoption, when the alternative was presented of tak-
ing up arms for or against Texas, his love for his adopted state, he en-
tered in her service, and from 1861 to 1865 served as adjutant and inspec-
tor general of the 31st Brigade Texas Militia with the rank of major. In
addition to his long and effigient services as an educator in New Braun-
fels, he filled many responsible offices. For eight years he filled the
office of Clerk of the District Court with distinquished ability.He has
been Justice of the Peace and Mayor of the City. He represented his peo-
ple in the State Legislature,serving in the memorable 11lth session. Hav-
ing been a correspondent for various newspapers in Texas and elsewhere,
he acquired & fondness for journalism and was early instrumental in the
establishment of a good paper in his town.

January 25, 1862, Mr. Seele was married to Miss Mathilda Blum. They
have four living children: Harry, Hulda, Emily, and Fritz. a4ll1 four are
married. Harry and Fritz reside in San Antonio, and Hulda is the wife of
George Eiband, and Emily that of John Faust, both successful merchants

of New Braunfels. Harry and Fritz are successful business men in San
Antonio.

A man of pious mind and poetic temperament, benevolent instinct and
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habit, and pleasant agreeable ways, he seemed to carry perpetual sum-
mer in his heart.

Hermann Seele died March 18, 1902. His wife died September 23, 1925.
They are buried in the Comal Cemetery in New Braunfels,Texas.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Assembled Writings by Hermann Seele.

New Braunfels Zeitung,German language newspaper.

New Braunfels Herald, English language newspaper.
Memorial and Genealogical Record of Southwest Texas.
Registers of First Protestant Church of New Braunfels.
Schutze Jahrbuch 1882 German Language Chronicle,Austin.
History of German Settlements in Texas 1831-1861

History of New Braunfels and Comal County,Texas,1844-1946
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HISTORIC PERSON CHECK LIST

1.
2.
3.

b,

5.

6.

WHAT IS THE FULL NAME OF THE PERSON?
WHAT ARE HIS BIRTH AND DEATH DATES?
WHERE WAS THIS PERSON BORN?

WHERE DID THIS PERSON DIE?

WHAT WAS CAUSE OF HIS DEATH?

WHO WERE HIS PARENTS?

WHO WAS HIS SPOUSE?
WHO WERE HIS CHILDREN?

GIVE FULL ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE

IF HE WAS IN MILITARY SERVICE GIVE
FULL ACCOUNT

446¢

APRIL 14,1823  MARCH 18,1902

HERMANN 3SEELE

HILDESHEIM,HANOVER,GERMANY.
NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS.
DEBILITATION

JONAS SEELE & ANNA RUNGE
MATHILDE BLUM

HARR¥ 28 CCT 1862 31 MAR 1945
HULDA 25 JAN 1864 23 AUG 1936
ERNST 31 MAR 1866 26 JUN 1866
EMILIE 15 SEP 1867 26 SEP 1957
FRITZ 13 JUL 1871 25 MAR 1943

Educated in schools in Hildesheim,
Hanover,Germany.

Dec.12 18473,landed at Galveston,
Jan.?30 1845, joined immigration mov
ment at Indianola and came with 2n
wagon train to New Brfls., M83y1845
Operd first school in New Brfls,Mc
day,Aug.11,1845.

Charter member First Prot.Chuch,&
its secretary during all his life;
from 1845 thru 1902, here.

Charter member New Brfls.TargetCl
organized July 4 1849.

Charter member New Brfls.Germania
8inging Society,March 2 1850.
Charter member New Brfls.Dramatic
Society organized 1854; donated p:
ceeds of first 6 performances to
school board for first public scn
house built 1855

He was , previous to the Civil Vay
a Democrat, and served as delegate
to the State Democratic Convention
He was a strong Union man until th
state seceded; when the alternativ
was presented of taking up arms fo
or against Texas, his love for his
adopted state prevailed,and he ent
ed into its service at once, and f
1861 to 1865 served as Adjutant, ar
Inspector General of 31lst Brig T
as Militia with the rank of Major



7.

8. State reasons for desiring to commerate

10.

[’

Note any outstanding acghievements,

accomplishments,which make this per-

son worthy of commemoration.

this person.

Attach a copy of the inscriptions on

all stones at the grave of this per-

son.Give name and location of cemetery.

Attach a bibliography or list of pub-

lished or printed material

He had not been in New Braunfels
much over a month when the governir
directors of the infant settlement,
because of the good education he at
tained in the public schools of his
home-town,approached him to teach t
settlers' children.He accepted the ¢
sition and at beginning taught 15
pils at a fee of 50¢ a month per pu
pil,teaching them the three r's in
two languages under shade of elms;
from where school was moved into tt
First Protestant Church log house,t
til 1853 the city council rented tw
rooms until the first public school
house was built 1855.

Due to Seele's experiences and stu-
dies concerning financing of public
schools it was thru his urging that
Jacob Waelder memmber of Texas stat
convention ehich wrote the new cons
tion included the section creating
independent school districts with ¢
wer to assess and collect taxes for
financing public schools

He was heart and soul of the town
constantly sanctioning, and doing ¥t
part, in all undertakings for the
public good.

F. Hermann Seele "~ .- . - =37 “-r
Gab._ Aprit 14, 13823

Gest. Mar. .18, 1902 .

Hildesheim, Hannover (% )

HANDBOOK OF TEXAS,Vol. II, page 589
by Budolph Biesele

DIS CYPRESSE UND GESAMMELTE SCHRIF1
EN by Hermann Seele

Schutze's Jahrbuch fliir Texas 1882 by
Albert Schutze,Austin
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lation was fifty in 1940- I 1949 there was New oil
aclivity ie drifling for decper ol in the Ellenberger
formation. ’ J. R.Webd

Seencid, Texas. Sceheid, in northeastern Dira-
mit County, is an irrigated truck {arming commu-
pity ou a mail route from Big Wells.

Seele, Hermann Friedrich, Hermann Fried-
rich Seeic was born in FEiidssheira, Germany, oG
April v4, 1831 Emigrating irom Germany, he
Janded at Gaiveston, Texas. on Pecember 12, 1843.
When the settlars of the Adelsverein @ arrived in
Texas, he joined them on January 30, 1845, and
became one of the originat settlers of New Braun-
fels. A charter mrember ol tho First German Protes-
tant Church of New Bramufels, he was elected as
the first secvetary of the congregation upon nomi-
nation by L. C. Ervendberg®” and served in that
capac’ty uniil his deatd Seele also substituted as
pastor when the vegular pastor could not be pres- -
ent or when there was'a brief pulpit vacancy. The
activities building of the congrezation bears the
name of Seele Patriot House in his honer.

On August 11, 1843, ke opened the frst public
school in New Brauniels under a beautiful grove
of oak trees at the foot of the Vereinsberg, Inter-
ested citizens of New Bravnfcls later placed a me-

_morial marker on the spot just wesi of the site
of ;‘he freight office of the Missouri Pacific Rail-
roa

For several vears Seele served with George W.
Kendzll and -Ferdinand J. Lindheimer %7 or a
cornmiltee 1o examine tzachers for Comal County;

. he was zn es officio mmember of the Comal County
.teachers’ institutz; znd ke headed the first thiee
suramer normel schools held in New Braunfels. On
October 2, 1834, he helped to otganize the New
Brauniels Dramatic Society and, probabiy because
of his interest in public education, caused the pro-
ceeds of the first six periormances o be donated
to the scnool board ifox the building fund of the
first public schocl in New Braunfels. He served on
the coramittee on arramgements for the first state
song festival (Staats-Saengeriest), held in New

RBrauniels on October 16, 1833, and when tbe third

Staats-Saengsrfest was keid in New Braunfels two
years later, Seele's Saemgerhalle, a brick building
thirty by eighty feet wehich had been built in the
spring of that year, was uzed for the meeting place.

In 1846 Secele was elected as district clertk o

Comz} County and in 875 was admitted to the

bar. He led the Germasn setilers who joined with

other Texans in the 1830's in opposition to the

Know-Nothing party ™ Secle served as secretary

of the mass meeting of Comal County citizens on

December g, 1860, te consider secession, and dur-

tng a pact of the Civif War was mayor of New

Braunfels. ¥rom 1353 fo 1863 he served in the

Tenth Legistaturc and from October 1, 1889, tO

f:ilsztuary 28, 1893, was postmaster of New Braun-

Seele mzrred Matkilde Blum on January 25,

1862, Two daughters and one son were born to

the couple. Seele died in New Braunfels on

March 18, 1g02. .

BisriocrarEY: Neu Braunfelser Zeitang, December

22, 1834, May 25, 1855, December 14, 1860, May 22,

1Rg3, March zo0, 1902, 2ad August 18, 1938; Hermann

F. Beele, 4 Snort Skerch of Comal Zounty (1383);

Albert Senuetze, Johrbuseh Fiur Texas (1832); Ruda’(ph

Yeonold Riesele, The Hzstory of the German Settlemenis

af Tezas, 1831-1861 (r930).
Rudclph L. Biesele

SEGUIN, ERASMO

Seelcy Academy. Sér Sun Antenio 2 cademy.

Seep Spring M ountain. Seep Spring Meuntain
is a 2,280-foot clevation belween the towns of
Tocksprings and Vance in east ceniral Bdwards
County.

Segno, Texas. Segno, in the southeast corner
of Polk County. is a farming; and oil ficld commu-
nity which in 1647 had a post ofiice, two stores,
and a population of cighty.

Segovia, Texas. Segovia, a_one-store settie-
ment tweive miles southeast of Junction in Kim-
bie County, was named by the carly Spanish set-
tlers of the area who saw 2 resemblance inn the ter-
ritory to a town in Spain.

S¢guin, Erasmo. Erasmo Seguin (Juan José
tMaria Erasmo de J estis Seguin) was born in San
Fernando de Bexar (San Antonio) on May 26,
1782. In his adult years he was a well-known and
influential citizen of San Antonio; his ranch house
near present Floresville was widely known as a
stoppirg place for early iravelers to Texas. He
was one of the first Texans to experiment in cotton
growing. 1n 1812 be helped organize the first mu-
nicipal!y-controlled school in present San Anlonio.
In 1820 he was first aicalde of Bexar. In the
spring of 1821 he was sent by Governor Antonio
Maria Martinez @ to Natchitoches as a member of
a commission to meet Moses Austin % and his set-
slers and escort ihiem back to San Antonio. On his
arrival at Natchitoches, he found that Moses Aus-

#in was dead and that Stephen F. Austin wanted
to fulfill the contract. On their way back te San
Antonio a firm friendship was cemented between
the two men.

In 1823 Erasmo Seguin represented Texas in the
constituent congress called in Mexico City aiter
Mexico’s independence from Spain. He established
considerable influence which he used to secure
colonization provisions javorable to ibe Anglo-
American settlers in Texas, By obtaining 2 liberal
interpretation of the antislavery clause in  the
Mexican constitution, he exempted Texas from its
aprlication and saved Austin’s colonists from
bankruptcy. He was forced, however, to consent to
the union of Coahuila and Tesas since Texas lacked

sufficient population to sustain herself as a sepa-
rate state.

Through the vears preceding the Texas Revoiu-

f - tion when the colonists demanded schools, religious

toleration, protection against antislavery measurcs,
and local self-government, Seguin and other Mexi-
can leaders stood staunchly by the side of the

Anglo-Americans in their demands. The Conven-
.

iion of 1833 ¥ selected Erasmo Seguin to accom-
pany Austin to Mexico City to present the petitions
drawn up by that assembly. He was enabie to go,
but a year later, when the Monclova-Saltillo dis-
pute left Texas without a ccnstitutional govern-
ment, he supported his son, Juan N. Seguin,™ in
calling a convention at San Antonio to provide a
provisional government, but the convention failed
to materialize. s

tWhen the Texas Revolution started in October,
1833, Erasmo Sezuin was removed from his office
of postmaster by Martin Perfecto de Cés 7 and
forced to walk the thirty-three miles to bis ranch.
He made his home a storehouse and supply station
for Tcxas troops; beeves, 0xen, sheep, mules, horses,

lankets, food, wagcns, and harness were given
without stint to James . Fannin, Jr., Failip
Dimitt,*" and others until the fal! of the Alamo in

ja grap y by DP-Rud()lph L. B..j_esele.. rn 2 : 3
history at The University of TeXaggPa99589HﬁNﬁBOO§ 8ge§%§gsofg
15821 LT B7
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HERMANN SEELE (1823-1902) . ,
Tp e HFcre

Called the "soul of New Braunfels" and the "first
German schoolmaster west of the Colorado," Hermann Seele
SPent a varied and influential life among Texas' German
immigrants. The twenty-year-old Hanoverian arrived in

Texas in 1843 and two years later joined the Adelsverein

pioneers in founding New Braunfels. That year he opened the
town's first public school and was for many years s teacher
and member of the school board. He also helvaed found tha
First Pra*crtant Chureh in 1845 and served as its lay
PreAcher and secretery (1845-1902),

Seele became the first Comal County district clexryk

in 1844, and served a2s jvstice of the peace, mayor, azlder-

+

ate

-

ran_ postmaster, and representative in the 1fth 8
Lecislature, He also devoted himself to buildinsz schools

and waterworks, and served as secretary of the Fair Assoc-
iation and hospital (Krankenhausverein), During the Civil

- War he was adjutant and inspector general of the 31lst Brigsde,
Texas state Militia, |

Hermann Seele was a cofounder of many MNew Braunfels
cultural and social institutions, including the Germania

Sinsing Society (1850) and the Dramatic Society (1854), o©On

his motion, the first State Saengerfest was held in New

Braunfels in 1853, and two years later the 1855 Saenrerfest

was held in Seele's new Saengerhalle, A few years later, he

organized the annusal children's Masque Parade and Ball to
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An’ interesting ex c e rpt
from minutes Friday, August
11, > 1882, Summer Normal
School reads: “Iir. Scele be-
ing .called upon, spoke of his
openina the first school. in

New B;aunfelo 37 years ago

today.” >
~Another garnered : from
minutes of -the Norwnal In-

stitute, is ‘wording of one. of
10 recolutions voted Wednes-
day ¢, '188‘ 'rm( ing as fol-
tllows: .
FTIL’!L the tnanks ol thn In-
tute are hereby tendered
to Frofessor Hermann Seele
wlho during . the entive’ ses-
sion’ pr uvt.d himsell not only
a zealous member of the MNor-

mal Scheol,; but lilkewise” an
untiring and efficicnt record-

ing secretary, an experienced
friend  of education, and 2

o .(;

i n‘s;z %’ @ mf’ '

the Gcrman-Dnﬁheh School of'

Conference mmutcs
six articles .in its consututxon

ﬂmong

voted * September 23, 71871,
artlcle ‘No. -2, reads as fol—
lows: EX

“Any teacher of the publlc
free schools.at.or in. the vici-
nity ‘of New Braunfels may
beconie a - .member “of ths
Conference 'by signing the
Constitution - thereof; 'and
such ,cther -person ray be-
come an. honecrary . member
as may- be inviled by a reso-
lution -~ of : the - Conference.”
(There are 23 51gnatmes as
follows). . Hr ik

Hermann qr.ele, And"ew
Kissam, T. L. Lyons,. Fred J,
Heilig, Ferdinand Nehls, Ru-
dolph - Wipprecht, ° Charloes
Ohlrich, Albert Kypfler, Josi
Hubusherger, Hugo H. L.
Duveneck, Henry Meyer, Au-in

Béde'ri)ahn, “August Schu-|

chard, Charles Fantermuehl,
H thax J T. Stroeck, G. D.
?, ALgust Haxbo*tn

Paul Engeihardt, W. T. Bar-

ber, Gustav Hemz, Chaur\ce"
Miller. i

Minutes of September 25,
1872, read that at a regular
meeting of the Teachers Con-
s | ference it was “‘Resolved that
the Conference be resclved
into a Teachers Institute,
be styled the Ceomal Counaty
Teachers Institute ... . And
after objects and advaniage
of such association were ex-
plained . ; . the drafi for 2
consututloj v, as adopted...”

Ul

Ariicle No. 2 of the consti- i¢

tution reads as follows: “Thz
obiect to this Institute sheil
be the improvement . of itz
mempers in the Secience of
Teaching, and in the most
approved practice, by mutuszl
instruction, and-to establish
a uniform system of tealhs
ing; the diffusing of 'infor-
mation -upon the system cf
common. school -education a-
mong the people and promici-
ing harmony of fesling and
the greatast possible adyancs-

1ent in bC.'r.DtL ic and, d—m*n

RSO P
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courteous and cbliging gen-

gust. Klingemann, .Gustavi 5 formnt*cn
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i Fquat has a fine'photograph of tno rch—of—urlumv
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The TDoard of Trustees of
New Braunfels Academy, ae-
cording to minuies of Sentew-
ber 5, 1878 voted to gront:
Teacher Hermann Seclz an|
indefinite leave of absence
from his teaching position.
The folTonngf translation is of,

an eatry in the minutes, page
211:
“G. J. Groos ‘ersuchte’ re-

quested) the meeting. in name
of the Executive Conunittee of|
the ‘Stadlischen Wlage™ (City's!

Suit) to grant (‘eines Ulldubs)“

as teacher for an ingefermin-! !

abic length of time to Me.
Secle, as his services in {ne’

‘Angelegenthieit’ (case) were ab-
solutcely indispensable.”

Seele represented the peo-
ple of New Drouvtels in the
land title case, which was de-
cided in favor of N Braun-
icls.

Seele kimself touches on the
aheve mentioned “City Suil”
in {wo places in his Chronolo-
gical Jlistory of New Brauutels
in Schutze Jahrbuch 1832. Cn
page 55 he has:

“Ending December 18%7C, a
certain (Mr.) Kerr of Kansas,
as assignee of the Veramendi
heirs, filed a suit in the United
Staies Circuit Ceurt against a
number of the cirfizens and deo-
manded possession of the land
on which New Braunfels was
founded.”

“1t occassioncd new worries
and labor for the commitice
of whom {wo only survived,
Koester and Secle. Through a
mass meeting by the citizens,
the following were added as
members of the committee: G

W

e
F. Groos. Jos. lands, VW
Clenmeins, L. Kessler, and Goo.

Pieuiier.
“The committce put forth
every efferi tn engags “uch-

tige’ (prolicient) atfoirevs and
gather ail vecuired ‘Boweis-
mittel and Zeugnisze’ (evi-
dence and despositionsh.

“On 24th April. 1879, the
Tnited States Civeuit Court

rendered a ‘Entscheidung’ (de-
tision) in favor of {he citizens

Aaf Now Rrannfeiz and aczired

"money and filed

TELLS HISTORY

— Historian Oscar Haas
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wonders

how many New Braunfels citizens have taken the tima
{o study the history ef their city in the plaques on the
piouzer monument in Landa Park ncar Peninsula Play-

house.

Dedicated to the early German settlers, it was un-
veiled August 21, 1538. Bronze plagues illustrate depart-
ure from Europe, arrival on the Texas coast, overtund
ciossings l)v oxen wagon, and the gopluenburg and first
school under the Seele ehn in New Braunfels, And theve

are N

euschach making a pesce treaty with the Co-

manches and the }\ai!eelm.enlc church in Fredecicks-

buse,

}‘mqoxved in Bironze ave the words of the Umtcd &4
Circuit Court decision which assured preperty rig

the pioncers.

Atep tiie monument is a pieneer fami ty
I(almn born ITugo Villn in San Antonio.

acerued interest. the Veramen-
di heirs refused {o aceept the
suit for dam-
ages against the several own-
crs as trespasscz. A commit-
tee consisting of Dr. Th. Ioees-
ter, F. Mourcan. G. J. Groos,
Jomes  Ferguson, flerman
Sagle represented the citizens
i this case which was finally
won by the New Draunfels
(1| e

izens,

The wording of {he {inal de-
cision  handed down by
Unitéd States Circuit Court
nerpetuated for us on bronze
on necteatal at Inft af haovs Af

ithe!

iates
.
5 ot

sculpted by

o

POSSIBLE, TO MEET TPE
EXPECTATIONS WI {

WHICH TIHEY HAD I T
THEIT DISTANT HOLAES )
LMIGRATED TO THIS 1\‘" v
AXD COMPARATIVIILY UX-
SETTLED COQUNTRY. THIRY
WITH THEIR CHARACTER-
ISTIC INDUSTRY AND FRU-

GALITY, HAVE
SINDEAVORED
SUCCEEDED IN BEAUTIFY-
ING AND REI "DL‘{;!\(- it
FORTABLE THEIR NGMES., A
CITY HAS GROWN UP, PRO-
PERTY HAS ENHANCED IN
VATIE AN THE COTINTRY

TOILED AND
r\.\u HAVE
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‘“Called meeting - of ~ the
Board of Trustees held Feb-
ruary 21, 1896 ‘(all members
present) County Judge Ad.
Giesecke, Mayor- Joseph
Faust, Alfred Homann, Fritz
Hampe, Wm. Schmidt, Ofto
Forke, -'Wm. Seekatz, Fritz
Uacmvmn Agsimm coow Zo
3 page 39 '

“The President called, go
meeting to order, and stated
that he had called this meet-
ing to draw the attention of|h
the Board to the fact, that
through oversight and other
causes, irregularities * in the
election of Trustees had oc-
curred, and to:remedy this
the members of.the Board of
Trustees agreed to- resign,
and .authorized the Mayor 8
write out an -election for six
new Trustees, the mocoﬁzm
was then mmmwom -upon. 5
~*“We the" ::aaamamsmu ‘Trus-
tees. of - the New Braunfels
Public: School -hereby tender
our resignation to take efiect
after our successors have!<
qualified. —New - Braunfels,

Texas, February - 21, 1896,
which was signed 3\ all :6
members of the Board.

" (Signed). . Joseph ' Faust,
President. ' Fritz Uazmvml
Szcretfary.”

The meeting, me >H:.z 14,
1898, (minutes page 41) :Smm
called to order by Chairman
Faust, and the oath of office
was administered to the new-
ly elected EmEdS.m by Mayor
C. A. Jahn.” .

In the meanwhile, Mr. Jahn

ad been elected zwwoa of
New Braunfels.

“The Board then owmmzﬁma
as follows: Jos. Faust, Presi-
dent; Alf. ‘Homann, Tfreas-
urer; MEN Uw:mvaﬁ mmS.m.
tary. S

“Chairman Mm:m.a ‘then mu.
pointed - the - following . Stand-
ing Committees: Finance, C.
A...Jahn, Ad. Giesecke, Wm.
Schmidt.. Rules,- A. Homann,

| F.~-Hampe,~-F.: -Druebert:~In-
struction, Ad. Giesecke, C. A.

Jahn, F. "Hampe. . -Building,
Wm. mn:a:& SE moowmﬁ
. Druebert. AR

- Among other Bmxmam con-

‘sidered at ‘that" EmSEP was
“A motion prevailed to the
effect that the action of the
board at a previous meeting,
affecting pupils residing out-
side of the district be recon-
sidered,” and a monthly fee
for attending the city school
was made $1 instead of $2
per month by a unanimous
vote.”

Called meeting August 24,
18961896 (p. 47) County Judge
Giesecke had transferred 18
children. On motion duly
szconded the board accepted
the transfers.

Teaching staff, 1897, 1898
(pp. 48&58) J. G. Neuss, sala-
ry $85 monthly for 10 months;
C.-A. Brown $75; J. P. Pratt

$70; A. C. Coers $65; Miss E.

Toepperwein $55; Miss Alex-
ander Heilig $50. - =~ -

March 7, 1899 (p.62) “Prin-
cipal J. G. Neuss read com-

muttication ~from~"A&M ~ Col-

lege regarding application of
affiliation* with the * .college.

On motion of Mr. Jahn to ac-

cept the proposition which
was-duly seconded :-and car-

; 2
October 17, 1966

_ Monday, Octob® —» -

" ried, Principal Neuss was in-

structed to Eurc
tion.”

: :Eoﬁos 8 gw uo a:&osé
to be used for the 8th grade
o:q was mmno:aom and car-
“iried.” - -

. The Judge om Comal Coun-
J\ and the Mayor of New

Braunfels not members any-

applica-

‘more of the school board ac-

cording to minutes of a called
meeting April 25, 1899 (p.63).

“The President presented
letters from the State Super-
intendent "of Public Schools
in which he advises that the
County Judge 'and Mayor,
who were heretofore exofficio
members of the Board, were
not members anymore, and
that from now on the School
Board mcoca.oosama of six
members.”

ﬁm.ow 41 years, or ever since
the Legislature in 1858, at
the voluntary request of Zos
Braunfels passed an _Act
creating the New Braunfels
Academy which also gave the
city the power to assess and
collect a tax for public school
purpose, the Judges of . Co-
mal County and Mayors - of
New Braunfels were, as sti-
pulated in the Act, members
of the school ,coma ;
~And Herranhn" mo&o, ‘as has
been told in previous install-
ments, tells us that when the
1875 'State Constitution . was
written, it was.at his instiga-
tion' that Hon. Jacob Waelder

of San Anfonio, a member.of
the constitutional convention,
and the labors of our Hon.
Representative Wm. Clemens,
that the provision was includ-
ed in the Constitution pat-
terned after the 1858 New
Braunfels law whereby school
districts were given the right
to assess taxes for . public
school purpose. (Schutze Jahr-

buch 1832 page 49). G

Says the CENTENNIAL
HANDBOOK TEXAS
SCHOOLS 1854-1954, page
50: “The 1875 law creating
independent districts Emoma
the control of the schoold in
in the hands of the city coun-
cils. But it directed that a
‘majority of two - thirds of
the taxpayers’ was necessary
to vote a tax for school pur-
poses. The provisions proved
in the end to be barriers to
progress. They subjected the
schools to political interest
and the cupidity of property
owners. A prolonged struggle
was essential in each indeden-
pent district to separate the
school from the city admini-
stration and lodge responsibi-
lity in an elected” board re-
sponsive to the people's
will .

In New Braunfels the vote .
of the citizens for the school
tax. was unanimous bhoth in
1858 and 1875. See Schufze
Jahrbuch 1882 pages 49 & 57.
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