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Over 400 |

— s
® FERDINAND J. LINDHEIMER

NORE - CIECA 1452

G (LG I TR | | About 400 attended one or|chi

“vo e both of the events marking 1

S the dedication of the Ferdi-|y;p

i (D 6 ; nand Lindheimer Home Sun- Mr:
; day: Sar

4 At the restored house built | ro
E by the scientist-editor about fels

1852, a tour and unveiling of Mrs
UNVEILING — Mrs. Sida  historial markers took place{apnqg
Simon Martin unveils a his- early in the afternoon. Over Hot
torical marker on the home 250 attended.

of her grandfather, Ferdi- A program, preceded by a grg
nand J. Lindheimer, inter- Kaffee Klasch Klatsch, were| .
nationally noted botanist held at Eagles’ Hall from 3 Alb
and first publisher of the to 6 p.m. Approximately 300 toni
New Braunfels Zeitung. were present. Lou

The 1852 home was given Four generations of des-{Qve
by Mrs. Martin to the New cendants attended from Houe. the
Braunfels Conservation So- ton, Corpus Christi, Austin,|wer
clety who restored it. and San Antonio. They rang-| Linc
Edward Dedeke, president eq from grandchildren, tolis a

of tlge society, assists Mrs. great - great - great - grand- | Ferc
Mart;n.

1

“ - : PROGRAM — A{ the progre
GREAT - GRANDSONS — Among  wives, 1 to r, the Rev. Albert Loudon, Bt 5"9”{’;:}" D}i o L Timer
over 20 Lindheimer descendants who  Cecil Loudon, and Eugene Loudon. "I:Ke;" “’S*' hla“s{' who (\;.raﬁ
attended the dedication ceremonies  Behind the Loudons are Mr. and Mrs. g;‘ 3 aor;or.a . gmeus, afn h
Sunday were three of Lindheimer’s Carlos Lindheimer. He is a great- eim. Oheim read some of the

great - grandsons. Seated with their grandnephew.
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Gard 71

Granddaughter Recalls Lindheimer

Texas’ Earliest German Newspaper

By JOYCE BACON

(Last of Two Articles)

At her home at 500 E. Ashby,
Mrs. Sida S. Martin, granddaugh-
ter of the father of Texas botany
and early day newspaperman,
Ferdinand J. Lindheimer, recalls
how he came to Texas from
Germany and made his way to
New Braunfels, where he finally
settled.

By 1845, she notes, Texas had
attained statehood and Prince
. Carl of Solms-Braunfels had made
preparations for his first trip to
Texas with his colonists. Lind-
heimer, in Galveston, was asked
by the U.S, government to meat
. the German colonists at Indianola
and act as a guide for them.

At what is now Landa Park,
New Braunfels, Lindheimer is said
to have shown the colonists the
-clear springs with the remark,
“I could lead you to more fertile
soil, but not to purer water.”

In this new settlement on the

banks of the Comal River, Lind-
heimer built his first log cabin.
The house which Mrs. Martin now
offers to any organization which
will restore and maintain it as
a historical site, came later,

Wed in 1846

In 1846, Lindheimer married
one of the colonist's daughters,
Eleanore Reinarz, who came from
Aix la Chappelle with her father
and several brothers and sisters.

He brought a printing press
from England in 1852 and started
his weekly paper, “Die Neu
Braunfelser Zeitung,” which he
owned and edited until 1872.

Mrs. Martin points out, “With
this Geman-language paper he
helped explain the political and
economical questions of the coun-
try to the newly arrived German
colonists, who were as yet un-
familiar with our language.

“When Texas seceded, Lind-

heimer worked on his newspaper
in the daytime. And by night he
rode on horseback to the outlying
districts of these new German
settlers and explained why it was
necessary to remain with Texas
instead of the federal government.

“These people had recently
sworn allegiance to the United
States and all needed to be in-
formed on many points. As a re-
sult of this work, five or six
companies were organized to help
the Confederacy.

Asks Relief

“When after four years his
nawsprint was used up, Lind-
heimer wrote to Richmond, eapi-
tal of the Confederacy, asking to
be relieved of the duty of print-
ing the war news.

“From Richmond came an or-
der to this effect: ‘Even though
you have no paper on which to
print the war news and even
though all of your helpers have
joined the Confederate forces,
you must continue to print the

paper and deliver it at night.’ "

wife learned to set type and
worked in the office at night after
putting the children to bed.

The paper was printed on one
sheet of brown, tissue-like paper
which Lindheimer had on hand
for pressing his botanical speci-
mens. He then delivered the pa-
per at night on horseback. '

Mrs. Martin continued her story
of her grandfather:

“At long last the war ended
‘and peace was declared. Even
though the colonists were de-
pressed and sad, a parade with
bands was formed. Adding to

these troubled times were th etwo little daughters in their Sun-|
in the/day best and told them to stand!

bashwhackers, who hid
brush and pilfered the homes.

Fired Blanks

Mrs. Martin says Lindheimer's|

“Even though they had not

MRS. SIDA MARTIN, GRANDI
Recalls how F. J. Lindheimer (

joined the parade and frightened
the women and children by firing
blank cartridges over the roofs
of the homes of the Confederate
patriots’ families.

“My grandmother dressed her

at the front gate. But the girls

were afraid, what with all the

shooting going on.
“Grandmother.

however, told

fought with either side, they|her daughters, 'You must stand

claimed to be victorious Union'
soldiers. These bushwhackers

there. They can’t hurt you. No
one in this house is afraid.’

“When this

[the bushwha

the thugs am
claiming that
fs&t out to

|Ferdinand .
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