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14" x 24" Official Texas Historical Marker
Comal County - 12-30-68 -~ Ou grounds at 246 East
Lincc.s, New Brzunfelis

JUNCTION OF TWO IMPORTANT RIVERS, THE
GUADALUPE AND THE COMAL

SIT® CIAIMZD MAY 8,1718,
FOR KING COF SPAIN EY GOV,
MARTIN de ALARCON,AND USED
BY PRIESTS AND ARMY UNITS
IN TRAFFIC TO EAST TEXAS.

IN 1845,FERRY HERE,RUN
BY ADOLPH von WEDEMEYER,
AIDED GERMAN IMMIGRANTS
SETTLING CENTRAL TEXAS.
IN 1860'S THIS WAS SITE OF

BRICK KILN AND TANNERY. (1968)
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References on "The occurrence of a large elephantine beast in
Texas, at the junction of the rivers Guadelupe
and Comal '

Selected for - Dr,S.W.Geiser, 353 Haynie Ave., Dallas, Texas

Moo 1 append for the amusement of those who like quaint zoolog-
lcal deseriptions, an extract from a Texas letter, relating the
discovery of a great Pachyderm:-

"The great local excitment here just now is the fact that
within the corpotate limits of New Braunfels, within close pistol
shot of the residence of our worthy mayor, the bones of an immense |
mammoth or mastodon have been discovered. I have not as yot visited
the spot, or bilg hole in the ground, where the digging is going on,
but am told that the specimens so far dug up promise a sizeable skei
skeleton when all are put together, - say thirty odd feet long by
twenty odd in height, Barnum might make a new start in the world
were he now here to take advantage of this wonderful bringing to
light of an undoubted curiosity.

"The discovery was first made by some German well-digger,
who fell upon a huge shoulder-bone while prospecting underground
for water, I wlll give more and fuller particulars when they ex-
cavate deep enough or wide enough to bring the entire "ecritter"
out, so that we can all see himf§ she,or it, If there ever was a
spot upon earth where a huge animal could find a good range, it
was right here, where the waters of the beautiful Guadelupe take
in those of the more beautiful Comal,"We should like to know more

of this find----a"

e e

George E,Roberts,

(The Geologist, 1841 L4 page 142)
A London Publication
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Copy made from note received from Mr.C.A.Jahn
at this time living with his daughter Henriette
(Mrs.Willg€ Weiss) in Seguin, Texas,

New Braunfels, Sept 29th 1941

Mr.0,Haas
New Braunfels, Texas

Dear Friend:

The early residents of N,Brfls did get
water for household pmrposes from the Comal or
Springs entering the Comal river, This was inconvenient
and-most every family did try to find water by digging
a well or having a well dug on their premisis,
There were men who made it their business to dig wells
about 35 ft deep five feet in diameter walled with lime
rock, By dlgging these wells they unearthed a large
head of a fossil mammal. They also found in other parts
of the oity limits large bones of some monster, the
head and bones were found in a sandy loem strata.
The head sbout three feet long by two &% feet wide,
about two feet thick was for several years lying near
the entrance door of August Forckets Drug Store,#
The head and bones when exposed to the air, peeled off
what has finally become of them I do not know

The above is the reply from Mr.Jahn to a note from me
addressed to Mr,Jahn. It was hoped that because Mr.Jahn
was a boy of 10 years of age when "the bones of an immense
mammoth"had been discovered by a well digger, he probably
could remember who the well digger was and on whose pro-
perty the well was located,

#Sophienburg Memorial Museum in New Braunfels has part of it?
: 0.H:
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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

BOULDER, COLORADO

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY ) April 5, 1946
Dear Oscar:

Thanks for the letter of April 3 which arrived today., I am sorry tha
I cannot send you a copy of my book, for I do not have an extra Copy .
Sometimes I see one advertised in book catalogs, but recently it has
nnt appeared., It was published by the Quivira Soclety, whose publicattho
were edited by Dr. George P, Hammond, University of New Mexico, Albu-
querque, New Mexico. Perhaps he still has some extra copies,

I belive you can go evdn farther back than 1718, perhaps even to
about 1690, provided #he De Léén expedition hit the New Braunfels area.
Alarcén merely followed the Spanish road blazed by previous expeditions
to East Texas, and these expeditions crossed the Guadalupe at New Braun
fels, I believe just above the Missouri Pacific RR. bridge. You remembe
that before the dam was built below the bridge, there was a ford across
the river there, I do believe that Alarcén perhaps stayed in the New
Braunfels area longer than the previous explorers. Alarcdn seems to
have called Comal Creek, Arroyo San Miguel, or St, Michael's Creek.

He was later almost drowned in the Guadalupe.

- Another diary of the Alarcén expedition, not as long as the one
by Cegiz, 8 priest named Mesquia, was published by me in the
SOUTHWESTERN HISTORICAL QUARTERLY, XLI, No. 4 (Aprik, 1938), Again
I unfortunately have only one copy left of 1t, It may be obtained from
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the Texas State Historicaf Association, University Station, Austin,
but our high school library (in New Braunfels, I mean), may have a
copy .

I am glad to see you so intergsted in the history of New Braunfels.
I read your articles in the ZEITUNG, to which I still subscribe to keer
uo with my German and get news from home at the same time. I certainly
would 1like to be 1n'N,B. for the Geburtstagfeier in May, but I'm '
afraid I ~annot cet off at that time, '

You of rourse know of Rudolph Biesele's book on the Germans in
Texas and that large pamphlet-like publication on the history of New
Braunfels, I believe, got out by S.V. Pfeuffer years ago. I had a copy,
but somehdﬂ lost it. Incidentally, 1 got the two volume work on the
Germans in the U.S, down in Argentina at a book auction for sbout 6c
a volume. It was a steal. Also, before I left New Braunfels I gave to
the maseum, the Sobhienburg, some pictures of the 80th and 75th anniver
sary celebrations, which might be interesting now. You might look them
up. The 50th anniversary plctures were very interesting, There must hav
been around a dozen pictures in all but I do not remember exactly, The
75th anniversary pictures would contain people many of whom are still
living.

I shall be busy as 8ll get-out until April 16, when I have to give
a faculty lecture here on Argentina and the U.S., but after that I%11
go through my pictures here and see 'if I have any. I brought a lot alon
since Dad was a photographernfnd took many pictures,

Best of  luck on your job,

- : _ Very sincérely,
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HISTORIC CROSSING—Mrs. James T. Haile, right, owner of the river property
that recently was designated a state historical site with a marker, is pictured
with Miss Linda Heitkamp, left, and Toya Ohlrich. Linda’s father, C. W. Heit-
kamp, is chairman of the Comal County Historical Survey Committee, and
Toya's father is mayor of New Braunfels, Jack Ohlrich. In 1845 a ferry aided
German immigrant crossing at the junction of the Comal and Guadalupe Riv-
ers. In the 1860s this was the location of a brick kiln and tannery.






