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Location: New Braunfels, 548 Hill Avenue

Subject codes: BH, QA, GN UTM ref.. 14 585119E 3285266N

THE HOFHEINZ HOUSE

GERMAN NATIVE FREDERICK HOFHEINZ CAME TO
THE NEW BRAUNFELS AREA WITH HIS FAMILY IN
1852. HE LATER SETTLED IN KENDALL COUNTY
AND WED EMILIE WILKE. HE SERVED AS GRAND
LODGE PRESIDENT OF THE TEXAS SONS OF
HERMANN AND RAN FOR TEXAS LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR BEFORE MOVING TO NEW BRAUNFELS
IN 1905.THE COUPLE BUILT THIS HOME THE NEXT
YEAR. CONVERTED TO APARTMENTS DURING
WORLD WAR I, THE HOUSE WAS ALSO OWNED BY
CHARLES KNIBBE AND BRUNO AND ELIZABETH
SCHOENFELD. IT RETAINS MUCH OF ITS ORIGINAL
QUEEN ANNE DETAILING, INCLUDING A CENTRAL
TOWER ABOVE A PORCH ACCENTED WITH
SPINDLED FRIEZEWORK.
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THE HOFHEINZ HOUSE

The house that stands at 548 Hill Avenue in New Braunfels, Texas,
is, in many ways, a microcosm of the birth and development of New
Braunfels itself. Originally part of the Jahn country estate starting in
1846, then on two plots in the Jahn Addition in 1901, what was to be the
house at 107 Grand Street was built as the retirement home of a
prominent citizen Frederick Hofheinz. Decades later, because of its
proximity to the tracks, the neighborhood deteriorated and the house
became a rooming house for three families during World War il. After the
war, the house was occupied by a family in a second wave of German
immigrants in the 20th century, and finally, in 1971, it became the home
of a couple of "Auslanders” who were looking for a perfect place to live
away from city life.

Many of the German immigrants who came to Comal County beginning
in 1846 experienced great hardship. One of the greatest personal
tragedies for the early settlers involved the outbreak of disease,
especially cholera. Frederick Hofheinz was one of the staunch pioneers
whose lives and characters were altered and formed by this epidemic

catastrophe.



Born in Nassau, Germany, April 28, 1840, Mr. Hofheinz had originally
immigrated from Bremerhafen to Hortontown, near New Braunfels, with
his parents and his younger siblings in 18512 when he was eleven. His
family's departure from Germany marked the end of his formal education.
Unfortunately, his father died in the cholera epidemic of 1852, a few
months after their grueling, nine-day voyage and arrival through the port
of Indianola, and the family was destitute. As the oldest son, Frederick
went to work as a teamster hauling freight from the coast into the
interior from 1854, when he was fourteen, until he was twenty-two.3

In 1862 he moved to Kendall County and joined Captain E. Jones'

volunteers organized to guard the frontier from Indian attack.4 Two years

later, on September 18, 1864, he married Emilie WilkeS and started

farming and ranching in the area. Mr. Hofheinz was a popular local

official, regularly elected Justice of the Peace and County Commissioner.6

When he decided against running for reelection, the voters elected him

anyway, but he refused the office.

He then became active in the Order of the Sons of Hermann, holding
the offices of member of the grand finance committee, grand trustee,
first vice president, and in 1903 he was elected grand president of the
order for the state of Texas. His term was so successful that he was

reelected to another term without opposition in 1905. His two terms



were characterized by a marked increase in both new lodges and total

membership.”?

Mr. Hofheinz was a devoted Republican "from principle"8 during the

time in Texas politics when that was a rarity. Although he never sought

public office, during the 1902 state Republican convention he was
nominated by acclamation for State Senator from the 24th District,9

which he refused. In 1906 he was nominated for Lieutenant Governor on

the Republican ticket and, of course, lost "owing to the great Democratic
majority of voters in the State."10

In 1905, Frederick turned the management of his ranch in Kendall
County over to his youngest son and moved to New Braunfels. He became,
in 1908, one of the principal founders of the New Braunfels State Bank.11
He was elected president and director of the bank and reelected every year
until 1911 when he retired.12

Frederick and Emilie celebrated their golden wedding anniversary in
1914. The couple originally had seven children, but one son Eduard died in
1912. Mr. Hofheinz died of complications following an operation for liver
cancer at home April 21, 191813, less than a week short of his seventy-
eighth birthday. Frederick and Emilie were survived by four sons, Adolph,
Hugo, Bruno and Max and two daughters, Adele (Mrs. Otto Beseler) and
Emma (Mrs. Hugo Liesmann).

Emilie Hofheinz was born Emilie Wilke on May 29, 1843, in Port



Lavaca, "not too long after the ship docked."14 She spent her early
childhood in Lavaca and her teens in Kendall County, where she met
Frederick. After Frederick's p’eath, she lived with her son Max and his
family until her death December 20, 1919, of a stroke following an earlier
heart attack.'> The Hofheinzes are interred in a family plot in the Comal
Cemetery. Their headstones include porcelain portraits of both Emilie and
Frederick.

The house at 548 Hill Avenue in New Braunfels, Texas, was
constructed in 1906 by Frederick and Emilie Hofheinz after they had
moved to New Braunfels from Kendall County the previous fall. The land
on which the house was built was originally part of the Jahn Addition,
formed in 189916 from the land originally deeded to Charles A. Jahn when
New Braunfels was founded. Before the formation of the Jahn Addition,
however, in 1891, Heinrich Blumberg purchased half of the double lot on

which the house now stands,!7” and in 1892 Johann George Wahl purchased

the second half of the double lot that matched Blumberg's.18 When

purchased, the lots ran from Grand Avenue (now Hill Avenue) to Academy
Street, the street behind Hill, which acted as a carriage access to Grand
Avenue.

In 1905 and 1906 Frederick Hofheinz purchased both strips and built

his house on the Hill Avenue half of the lot.12 After Mr. Hofheinz' death,

his children sold the house, in 1920, to Charles Knibbe.20 After Mr.



Knibbe's death in 1927, his four surviving children inherited 548 Hill and

545 Academy, the property behind it. During the Second World War the
house was divided into apartments.2! Following the war, in 1947, Bruno
and Elizabeth Schoenfeld purchased the house from Ella Bremmer, daughter

of the Knibbes,22 and the Schoenfelds' son Herman built his house on the

Academy Street half of the original lot,23 where the carriage house still

stands.

A stonemason by trade, Bruno made additions to the skirt, adding
stone flower boxes and tiled sidewalks around the side and back, and
enlarging and framing in the back porch in 1949. He also planted pecan

trees on the property and built a low rock wall across the front of the
property in 1950.24 The Bruno Schoenfelds lived at 548 Hill the rest of
their lives. After Bruno's death in 1959 and Elizabeth's death in 1968,25
the house remained abandoned until 1971, when it was purchased and
subsequently restored by Bill and Bonnie Leitch, the present owners.26

They have restored the original shutters and porch gingerbread and added a

garage on the rear of the house.



> &

%
\
(4%

PIpeR.

\]
&

oS O‘FOM#Q




< 44 o' >=# 366 >;< 236" >

- S | Wt ammtend e gt - G m——— b Apr—— . oy

— e 4 — — o — > o
Q9

- -r-...-.‘._.. ————y & Sm—
D i D a—

Block 1024 Lot#s 10§ 12
?L/L? /“vélt,g) Mé:.\) E%/\JF—’Z‘E’&S



09743

RBRATH . | C A=AG

i______m___a

PAr

Y

/]

BACKk PorecH

oM

NN | | 117
. _ ". | I T O O P S A Lo
IER RN EEN IN L T |
Sl d LIV e EEREERNE
ENEEENENE 2 N
J . ST T 9T TR T TN Y ] . m” Y
g N 9 il
~ ] J..*! >~ R ..J|||xl—.K B Y ww f
\¢ A | J ] !i_.i.%i,a@,
R |..I|_I| SN NS (R, S - \ o I ‘.il.l. rjlf.
) s SRR D
T N 4 Tq4H 3

m TEN IS N RS
e =l 1
-4
NN 1 1 VO O U O N O N g
) |

Room

=l
|

:

EL_[E\T‘;Q-
l

1
|

T
1

ADDiz—rionl

7
{

(rE< ) Diss
l

.’
T

i

1
@)

[ W0 LT S |
I

Jas
As _FHE

I A0 Do

B

2.

S T

=

?E{fﬂd . S We!




END NOTES

1San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

2San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

3San Antonio Express.April 24, 1918, p. 9.

4San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

SNew Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, April 26, 1918, p. 1.
6New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, April 26, 1918, p. 1.

’San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

8San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

9San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

10San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

1"New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, April 26, 1918, p. 1.
12New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, April 26, 1918, p. 1.
13San Antonio Express, April 24, 1918, p. 9.

14New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, December 25, 1919, p. 5.
15New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, December 25, 1919, p. 5.

16Qriginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., p. 53.



170riginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., p. 55.

18Qriginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., p. 57.

190riginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., pp. 56, 59.

20Qriginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., p. 68.

21Conversation with Herman and Lila Schoenfeld, September 16,
2002.

22Qriginal Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, owned by Herman Schoenfeld,
545 S. Academy, New Braunfels, TX., p. 77.

23Conversation with Herman and Lila Schoenfeld, September 16,
2002.

24Conversation with Herman and Lila Schoenfeld, September 16,
2002.

25Conversation with Herman and Lila Schoenfeld, September 16,
2002.

26Comal County Deed Records, Comal County Courthouse, New
Braunfels, Texas: Vol. 187, pp. 574-577.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Cavanaugh, Joan. Granddaughter of Frederick and Emilie Hofheinz.
Personal letters and photograph.

Comal County Deed Records, Comal County Courthouse, New Braunfels,
Texas.

Liesmann, Leo H. Grandson of Frederick and Emilie Hofheinz. Personal
letter.

Obituary of Emilie Hofheinz. New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung. New
Braunfels: December 25, 1919.

Obituary of Frederick Hofheinz. San Antonio Express. San Antonio: April
24, 1918.

Obituary of Frederick Hofheinz. New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung. New
Braunfels: April 25, 1918.

Original Abstract of 548 Hill Avenue, New Braunfels, Texas. Owned by
Herman Schoenfeld.

Schoenfeld, Herman and Lila. Son and daughter-in-law of Bruno and
Elizabeth Schoenfeld, previous owners and residents of 548 Hill
Avenue. Personal conversation.



: «3 D

.‘F. i ot A3

G O
= o
&

- 40 8

- wh“ 310

T ) Y 4y

ot 24 U S0
FE

[ Y
5
Q.
G
(EH e i
o - b
B BT )
H o2 *)
. ot [a]
o] "
-4 ’ i
Ty
.. ro - ..-L -
) 3= ﬂ oy M e
3B = L 4 ey .
X1 i A 4 b
™ ot b L B ia W
oW 05 M O U .w». ]
S IO« QR T SR SN &
@D Gl Mol D L W
oo N+ By w

P L S e

a

¥ )
P

HIAL

-
il

28
2.
ii

» 2]
ol ey 02
» -4,
a 5 e
o By
] I »
m ol |
»
. e 7t Ja
o £
3 £ e
o = e
. a ty i
N - r

-
L

) 42 e @ &
.
1.~ 8] ref b
» e S om " [ ]
b g oned

]
i
3
e e e

e
A

o ot & ort
i Y OO o T Sy owh D
' <t} . 1 T il RS I I

s e MATNAYILS




dirsction to Boenig Street and which is kmwwn as Elm Street .

The aforesaid &trips of land with their respective names as streets
are shown in the mep > Jahn Addition,which is recorded in Comal
County Records Book Z on page 367,t0o which reference is made for de-
seription. The aforesaid strips of land is conveyed to tha grantse to
be used and kept open as streets.

Note: A part of the Map above referred to is shown on page 2 of this
Abstract,

59
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WAPRANTY DEED

Max H2heinz, et al i TDeted Januvary 206, 1920.

)

3
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Piled for itscord Msrch 13Z. 1927.
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The State o

Tounty of Com
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Know All Men Ry Those Presents:

Tha* we, Max Hofheinz of Kendall Covnty, Texas, Adol’ Hofheinz
of De Witt County, Texas, Puge Hofhainz of Pexar Countvy, Texas, Rrurno
tofheinz of San Francisce Tounty, Californiaz, Adale Beseler, joined
Land, Ottc Beseler of Refvgio County, Texas, TEmna
siesmarm, Joined Yerein by her hughband, ”vwn Liesmann, of Nueces
County. Toyas, beins tne scele and only leral heirs of Friadrich
Anfhelinz,and milis ol heinz, bhoth decaased. th=s Latters! rsesidenca

hereiv by hsr lnis

]

T}

r,
e

2t the fl me. of their death, heinpg Few Rraunfels, Zomal County, Taxas,
for and in COnoideration o” the stm of Thirty-aicht Hondrad (2Z000.0070
Dellyre, eash to us in han? psid by Thas, Wﬁibbe; the receint of
whtieh Is herehy artimowl »dred, have rranted. sold and conveved. and
bw these presents do srant, SPll and zonver, unto the Said Chas.
Friibrha, of the County of Yomal, State of Texaz, nll those caritsin
treots,. piecasn, P\“ﬂ*lh or lots of Llard mbaed within the cornornte
limifs of the City of Jew Bz unfels, Comal Conntw. Texas, beinc known
as Lots Tos. Tine (&) and Ten (12) ir DRlosk Ho. Two {2y, of the Jahn
Addition to caid “ity of New RBraunfels, and beinr the same lats and
nramises convernd to Friedricdh Hefheinsm, by J. Wanl and Wilhelimine
We by d=2ed dated Wlﬂ,]".".h o N Q(‘b which A=ad e’ record "—’YD.’\. 2;_.,
ge 87-R15, Comal Ceounty Deegd Reﬁ@rd&ﬁ alsc Lots YNos., Blesven (11)
Ywelve [(17) in Pleeck Yo, 'wo {2) of the Jat ddition, tco e=14
ity of New Frannfels, and being the cams lots nremizes conveyead
to Frledrich Tefhsinz by Henry Rlumbers and Emma Rluwbers by deed
dated Avgust 50, 1905, which deed is of record Vel. 27, pages 571575,
Tomal County Meed Raccrds.

Lots Los. Wire {%)Y and RElaven {11 cach Crontins 80 fast on
Hea, Ten {10) and Twelve {12) gsch frontine

Arademy Streets, and Lot~ L)
2C Teet on Grand Avenue, and zach ¢f seid four lots hevine a depth
of One Yundred and Five (105} feet,

To Have and To Held the a:ove Jdegarihed nramiras, tosather with
s1i and singular, the rights and appurtensnees thsvetn in anywigse
I-mwiag, unto the said Chas. ¥nibha, | g

3 R P o -
e gyl 983 LrNs Iarever:

and we do hereby bind ourselvenz. our cutors and admin®strstors,
e darrant and Forever Deferd, alil nard . the one il nramiass UNTO
the cald Chas., Knibbe, his “wa’ro angd st evaYyy pevnon whiom-
scever lewfully claiming, or to ol croany nart thercofl.
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